ROOTING OUT OLD COMRADES *

' National Socialism cannot die.'

Ernst Rohm.

THE NAME  OF  HINDENBURG HAD  LONG AGO  VANISHED

from current German politics. He was a prisoner, only
to be made use of when needed as a parade horse.
Only one more time did he dare to take up a resolute
attitude. This was when Rohm's SA made an attack
on the Reichswehr. " Do not imagine to yourself that
I am going to sign everything," he roared at Hitler;
" I can also give up my post." This was the old man's
.last weapon. And Hitler was wise enough in this case
to give way.

During 1934 was fought the final fight between the
National Socialist Party's private army, the SA, and
the Reichswehr. Much was happening before this last
fight, which only for the layman was a reckoning
between different military groups. In reality it was
no less than a purely class struggle in the 'united
people's' State. The hundreds of thousands out of
work when the Nazi Party had lured to itself by anti-
:apitalist speeches, all those who had become down
and out in the idle years, had not sold themselves to
the Hitler party only for a bed to sleep on and food,

305